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The Seven Stars Tavern 
lYoodstown, Salem County, New Jersey 

Owner:  Mr. John H, Bourne 

Date of Erection:  1762 

Architect: 

Builder;  Peter Lauterbach 

Present Condition:  Very good 

Number of Stories:  Two and one-half 

Materials of Construction:  Foundation ~ stone 

Exterior walls » brick, 
Flemish bond with black 
headers 

Interior walls - plaster 

Inside chimneys 

Present roof - asbestos 
shingles, original roof 
wood shlngles 

Historical "-Xita; 

This structure wio ouilt in 1762 by 
Peter Lauterbach, whose initials and those of his 
wife Elizabeth v.'ith that date appear on the southern 
rahle D 

The house is a fine example of the large 
and commodlus old brick Colonial building erected for 
use as a public house*  For many years It was one of 
the moat celebrated taverns In New Jersey*  It was on 
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a stage route and was also a gathering place for 
local celebrities. 

An old Dutch, oven "built into the 
structure is one of the features of the house. 
There is a small window in the v:all at the end 
nV  the bar through, which liquid refreshments 
could to served; It ras possible for horsemen 
to imbibe without dismounting.  Incidentally, the 
liquor thus imbibed cost less.  Upon one of the 
panes of this vdndow the inscription "Preston 
Y/oodrmt, Apr* 15, ISO'S" msy a till bo soei. The 
old iron v;ork of the house is anchan^od - hand- 
made hinges, locks, keys, and ancient knocker. 

John Louderback, son of. Peter (note the 
change in name), lived at the Seven Stars during 
the Revolution, According to family tradition, 
he supplied the American army with great quantities 
of food.  The British put &  price on his head.  The 
pl^oe was raided; Louderbaek and hie family hid in 
the v/ooda until the danger was over. 

Ghost stories and roisEivtic tales are 
Interwoven In the history of the place.  "There is 
a tradition that a person vraa handed outside of the 
window at the Seven Stars Tavern. The v/rlter 
remembers having heard of a similar tryditlon but 
is nob sure v/here it happened; he thinks It v/as 
further uo the Kinr;!3 Highway at the 'Oeath of the 
Fox' ." (Stewart) 

c ':'no  - i v» <■' "l~  ! i  i"» ■""* "-"> c( ■■■> T ri"-'j   ^ .<>   ■*.' 7':»VI S.t'Vflc J- Iltj      j,   1. i u t>      -L.i.-...ijiiiJ'J       A.   v)i ^J.J.0      ■-/ O   J Oli     ubiiiO 

v/a3 granted to Pe tor L auterbach, the builder, four- 
years ofter the house ■;.■£■ ;3 built in 1766,  It 
remained an Inn until It was conveyed to Nathaniel 
Rohbinn In December 1305; since that tine It has 
been usod solely as a residence. 
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